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19th December 2025

Update from the Vacancy Procedure Committee

We have some exciting news for four of the new charges in the Presbytery.

Following the approval by the Presbytery of new Unions about to begin on the 1st January 2026, the Vacancy
Procedures Committee has agreed to support the 'Right to Call' for the following new Charges, effective
from 1st January 2026:

o Fife Coastal Trinity Church of Scotland (Colinsburgh, Elie, Kilconquhar, Largo, St Monans)
. West Fife Trinity Church of Scotland
. Dunfermline: Saint Margaret's and Saint Ninian's Church of Scotland

o Crail Parish Church of Scotland linked with St Adrian's East Neuk Church of Scotland (Pittenweem,
Anstruther, Cellardyke)

The thoughts and prayers of Presbytery are with all four Charges as they begin their search for new Ministry,
ably supported by the four Interim Moderators, namely lan Wotherspoon, Scott Raby, Hugh Conkey and
David Scott respectively.

Blessings

Rev David Cameron, VPC Convenor

However the Presbytery Clerk, - e
Rev Alec Shuttleworth, will be available
at any time during the is period °

on the Presbytery Mobile: 07340 461921

We wish yolj-all a pe_ace‘ful
and blessed Christmas
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‘therefore the Lord himself xill give you a

P R E S B Y T E R Y sign: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth

to a son, and zill ecall him Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:04

Presbytery News

A Message from the Moderator of Fife Presbytery
Rev Arthur Christie

Advent into Christmas
Not much further to go, not too long to wait.

The Advent season and into Christmas, no matter how well prepared for has always come for me like an express
train. | suspect we are all feeling the same so right now let’s pause and take a breath to get us ready for our
ultimate celebration of Christ’s birth.

This season reminds us that we are dependent, not independent beings.

Canyou imagine the heavenly scene, the world gone wrong and only one possible scenario to save humanity.
Everything in place, angels had been dispatched, all preparation complete and God the Father had his finger
over his heavenly keyboard and as all heaven held its breath, the send key was pressed.

Christ was born in Bethlehem.

Through his birth, life, death and resurrection we can go through life knowing someone bigger is in charge.
Beyond the materialism, Christ’s birth gives significance to our place on earth and a true focus for worship.
God is with us!

My sincere thanks to everyone who serves in Presbytery, every office bearer in every congregation and every
church family member who has given so much in this year past. Breathe deeply and let The Peace of Christ fill
you with his Holy Presence “Emanuel, God with us”.
| offer you this prayer of St Augustine:

O sweet Child of Bethlehem,

grant that we may share with all our hearts

in this profound mystery of Christmas.

Putinto the hearts of men and women this peace
for which they sometimes seek so desperately
and which you alone can give to them.

Help them to know one another better,

and to live as brothers and sisters,

children of the same Father.

Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness, and purity.
Awaken in their hearts

love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.

Join them all together in your love.

And give us your heavenly peace.

Amen.
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4+ Come and join us for our

Shistras

STORY FOR AILL TIRlE
RANVIIAY

WEAR YOUR CHRISTMAS JUMPER!

<4

S ‘Clmstmas Jllmper o
- &.. Commumon Servuc o'

24 DEC | 3PM
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

Wear Your Best Festive Knitwear!
Sunday, 21st December 2025
Freuchie Church, KY15 7EL
A Joyful Celebratlon of Faith, Fellowship,

!‘ : Come as you are, but MERRIEY! Si
Advent - Love

‘Allyou need is love,” ‘Love is a very wondrous thing,’ ‘the greatest thing :
in all the world is to love and be loved in return.’ D V. E N

Well, you might think that these sayings about love are attributed to L Q \/ E
Jesus. But no, they are actually from a musical production of the Moulin -

Rouge. Love is a complex thing, a feeling, an emotion, a way of life, and

poets and song writers and others try to explain this thing called love.

In this season | am sure that many of us will at some point be singing “Love came down at Christmas” and | am
sure we will enjoy it. But let us remember other words, from scripture:

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life” (John3:16). This verse speaks about a love that really is beyond our wildest imagining.

This verse does not say for God so wanted to condemn the world, or judge the world, it says for God so loves the
world. And it does not say that God so loved the Presbyterians or the Baptist or the Jews or the Muslims - it says
for God so loved the World!

Whatincredible love! And from another popular worship song “The hands that flung stars into space to cruel
nails surrendered” -Love! A love that is sacrificial, eternal, forgiving, and beautiful. God chooses to love us so
that we might have life! And life in allits fullness both in this world and the next.

Yes, Love did come down at Christmas, and it stayed forever in Christ, who for us is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life.

Amen
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December 20" 4
Starts at St James The Great

A Message from Evelyn: Charity Law - Trustee Information

| have sent out an e-mail to all the Trustees of the Presbytery of Fife.
This is to gather personal information for the Charity Regulator, please note that this is a legal requirement.

Please may | ask that you compete your details and e-mail them back to me as soon as possible. If you have
not received my e-mail please will you to check your spam/trash

e-mail box to seeif itis there. If you have mislaid the message, or think that you should have received one,
please do not hesitate to contact me econnell@thechurchofscotland.org.uk as a matter of urgency.

For the avoidance of doubt, only your first and last names will be published by the Charity (The Presbytery of
Fife), and there will be a searchable list of all Trustee names published on the OSCR website. If you do not
want your name to appear, you will need to ask the Charity Regulator to seek an exemption. To do

this, please click this link and complete the form: https://www.oscr.org.uk/forms/exemption-form/ It is your

responsibility to advise the Presbytery Clerk in writing after an exemption has been granted.

To date, we have 163 Trustees. There is a lot of work involved in processing this therefore please may | ask
for your assistance in returning the form quickly.

Madelaine Sproule from the Law Department at 121 gave a webinar about the new OSC regulations. You can
watch a recording from this link: https://youtu.be/DdRJ-hF-mgQ . The webinar gives a lot of useful

information and addresses frequently asked questions.

Further information about the OSCR requirements can be found on the Church of Scotland website, or by
clicking here.

“Thank you” to everyone who have already completed their details and e-mailed them to me, this is very
much appreciated.

Kind regards,

Evelyn.


https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.oscr.org.uk/forms/exemption-form/___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjUxYmY4MTllODExMGI0YjExNDM2OGNmNTVjOWE5M2M0Ojc6NjMxYTplYzhlMWQ3NzY2ZTEyMmE4OGJiNmEyZDliOTQxODU1MTBiOWQ5MzE5NDk3NDJiMGYwZjk4MDE5YTJmMTMxZjcwOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/youtu.be/DdRJ-hF-mqQ___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOmRiYzIzOGFiOTc3MzE3YWY1MGI0ZjA2NjkwNjQyZjVlOjc6NDEzYjphMGZkMzcxZTc5NjJhZTFkN2RkM2E0YWRlYzEyMjIyMGIzY2IzZTNlNGIyMTU4OGEyY2E3N2Q3NGIzZTFjMGE2Omg6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/get-involved/serve/office-bearers/governance-of-the-kirk/charity-law-being-a-trustee/_nocache?utm_source=Church+of+Scotland&utm_campaign=a9df12f16a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_05_27_03_48_COPY_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7120___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjUxYmY4MTllODExMGI0YjExNDM2OGNmNTVjOWE5M2M0Ojc6NDUyMTo5ZjhkMGExOWRmNzBiZDE5ZTM1NjE2MzQ2Mzc3ZTRjN2Y1YWVhYzY0MjQwMDA4ZGNhNWJmNGRhMmVlMDUzYjA4OnA6RjpG
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Dunfermline Learning Campus

A multi-church Alpha will start at the Dunfermline Learning Campus (site of St. Columba’s and Woodmill High
School) on Friday 9th January. Running between 2.30 — 4.00pm each Friday for 10 weeks. Alpha gives space to
meet new people, unpack a big question and have open conversations about Christian faith. Anyone 16+
is welcome. Sign-up by emailing office@gillespiechurch.org or call 01383 621 253 (leave a message and

we’ll get back to you)

/

§fAY CORIOUS _

ALPHA: Meet new people. Unpack a big question. Have an open conversation.
And that’s it.

STARTS FRIDAY 9th
JANUARY 2026
2.30-4pm

Hope City Church B Link [SQYE = GMC -\/

Candlelight Service
St. Serf’'s Benarty at 6.30pm

Watchnight Service P
St. Serf’s Loci?é%lly at n.30pm @
(n.0opm for tea/coffee and mince pies)

cc—5 I —
C}()l{ UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN,
UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN:
< SRNMENT WILL
BE UPON HIS SHI AN FI1S NAME
WILL BE &

Find us on Facebook

facebook.com/
FifePresbytery
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Eden Tay Guild

Fife Eden Tay Church Guild held a Mini Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols, with new Minister Rev Michael Okpara joining them.
He spoke positively about the Guild and how he would support
them, which is very encouraging. They also had a retiring offering
for Living Stones in Livingstonia.

) “:m A Message from lan Barron

On November 30" 2025, we held a concert at Ceres Church called/
“WAKE UP” in support of the International Center for Childhood
*._Trauma Prevention and Recovery’s efforts supporting traumatised- '
children in Palestine.

\ |
The concert was a wonderful success and raised more.than £3,000!
lan Barron, who established ICCTPR, has explained his plans with this

" Money,and they are as follows: :

b |
“THE TRAINING WILL ADDRESS THE PRIMARY @
: ‘

4 ESYGHOLOGICAL CONSEQUENCE OF THE GENOCIDE:
Please send any articles and photos or flyers to be included in the

Wednesday, 24™ of

' December 2025 / DOWN ON A LARGE SCALE™FHE BODY'S NATURAL

DISSOCIATION. CHILDREN AND ADULTS ARE SHUTTING

| RESPONSE TO ESCAPING THE INESCAPABLE:
3pm
= OUR PLAN IS TO DELIVER TWO THREE-DAY TRAINING-
Plttenwe em OF-TRAINERS COURSES INVOLVING PSYCHOLOGISTS (I8
" e ” IN TOTAL), MOTHERS (30), AND ORPHANS (30). THERE
ParlSh ChurCh WILL BE THREE TRAINERS, TWO PALESTINIAN
A warm welcome to all g PSYCHOLOGISTS (IN THE ROOM) AND MYSELF
(VIRTUAL).

WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH AN EVALUATION TO ASSESS
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE TECHNIQUES FOR THE
MOTHERS AND ORPHANS, AS WELL AS GATHER THE
PSYCHOLOGISTS' PERCEPTIONS OF CHANGE.

We thank everyone who came
donated to the concert!

Presbytery Weekly News or on the Facebook Page to Evelyn at:

fife@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Dysart St Clair
Learning together in
Lent 2026

Soup,Sweet & Scriptures (@&  KIDS CLUB

' i CI0US
12.00 Light Lunch 12.45 Learning Together. | s ‘°'""S‘°"“"”S‘I:g:;°s' DARCES S8
' A FULLY INCLUSIVE CLUB FOR CHILDREN FROM P1-P7
Encounters g » CHILDREN WILL REQUIRE A SNACK & PACKED LUNCH
Ash Wednesday 18th February - Andrew FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE VERY WELCOME FOR
EACHDAY CHILDREN ATTEND
Wednesday 25th February - Zacchaeus BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL - KIDSHEARTOFFIFE.COM
Wednesday 4th March - Bartimaeus INFORMATION - MARIANNE - 07801279899
Wednesday 11th March - Nicodemus | ' | DECEMBER 20" - 22

Wednesday 18th March - Mary of Bethany | | MARKINCH CHURCH HALL
Wednesday 25th March - Judas

Watchnight
at Culross Abbey

Christmas Eve
11.15pm for 11.30pm

C R A I I. C H U R C H Everybody welcome

Culross and Torryburn Parish Church
Chanity Number SCO15149
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CrossReach Sunday Thank You

CROSS REACH e e rmstore

Sunday. We enjoyed hearing reports of lunches, special services, and talks. It was

Care you can put your faith ir encouraging to hear from many who arranged and took part in Light the Path’
P.r b U d t walks as people walked in the early moming as the sun rose, symbolising the
es ytery p a e Joumey from darkness into light.
We really appreciate all the work that went in to helping us celebrate this special
Scotland Demands Better day.
In October staff from CrossReach and the Church of Scotland joined thousands of CYOSSReaCh carol Conceﬂ

people as they marched through the streets of Edinburgh at the Scotland Demands
Better anti-poverty Rally, a growing movement which calls for justice, dignity and
hope for every neighbour. Thank you to all who stood with us.

On December 5" we will be hosting our annual Carol Concert, this year the venue
is in Edinburgh at St Paul's & St George’s Church. Voices will join together in song
and story for a magical evening of festive music and celebration in support of

Addressing the gathered crowd the Moderator of the General Assembly of the CrossReach.

Church of Scotland reminded the audience that _the role of the Church is listening,

leaming, serving and caring - we are present in communities facing deep hardship L PTT‘ — This event is not only the perfect way to begin the festive season, but also a night
and deprivation, as well as places that are affluent. We are present in city centres A5 - 1o celebrate the inspiring work of CrossReach and the difference we make in

and remote islands. In all places this is what we are hearing. This is what people are L - O '“:.!L’ communities across Scotland. As a fundraising event, all ticket sales will go directly

towards supporting our vital services. On the night, you can also take part in a
K1 DEMANDS raffie, browse the incredible talents of our Heart for Art artists, and pick up unique
gifts and trading goods — all helping to raise even more for our services.

needing, are wanting - better investment for life s essentials’

Thank you to all who took part in this march and supported the event in a variety of
ways.

. 7 Tickets are still available and can be purchased here
7 Read more about Scotland Demands Better

CrossReach Winter Appeal

This year our winter appeal asks for donations to fund our counselling
service. Your support can be the beacon people like Amelia need to
process trauma and start a new path.

‘Love from CrossReach’ short film series

Rt Rev Rosie Frew, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
spent time with CrossReach, visiting services and finding out about the work that is
going on. Each week in the run up to Christmas a short film series ‘Love from
CrossReach’ captures some topics of interest.

Last year, CrossReach gave over 2000 people the support and tools
needed to give them hope for the future. Each one with their own
trauma, challenges and story.

7+ Read Amelia’s story “faith in my future®

On this visit we were delighted to welcome the Moderator to a number of our
services!

* GO2 & The Mallard Short Breaks (Glasgow)

» CrossReach Abstinence Recovery Service (Glasgow) Vacancies

« Tom Allan Counselling (Glasgow)

« CrossReach Abstinence Recovery Service (Glasgow) Thank you for your continued support in sharing news of vacancies for both
« Gaberston House (Alloa) part, full time and volunteer positions within CrossReach. Please continue to
= The Bungalow (Stonehaven) <hare these opportunities ~ you can find local links to all our vacancies here.

« Bellfield House (Banchory)

Watch the episode now and follow us on social media to keep up to date,

4 The Church of Scotland 0131 657 2000

0131 657 2000

ONOBD Ko

OVOOQ P oo ey

Update on Stamp Appeal

The Church of Scotland Stamp Appeal will be coming e ChUrCh Ol 2CE S Collect your stamps to
to an end in February 2026 after 56 years. support the work of

the AL Ahli Hospital in

It has been a pivotal part of World Mission Council, collecting
Northern Gaza.

much needed money for projects from Partner Churches

around the world simply by collecting used stamps.
From 1995 to 2024 an amazing total of £96,459.67 has been
raised for projects such as the HIV programme and Mount

The hospital is the only Christian
hospital in the Gaza Strip and Gaza’s
only cancer hospital. It serves in

Y time of calm during the occupation
and despite all, and through all

the bombing since Oct 2023, the
hospital has continued to serve the
population in whatever way they can
' with the small resources they have

Olivet Boys' home in Jamaica & Cayman Islands.

Although the Church of Scotland will not have a used stamp
project, other charities will and can benefit from the stamps.

and with staff working hours under
. L. \\ ! difficult conditions.
The final Stamp Appeal for 2025-2026 is in support of the Al . The hospital Is run by our partner
Ahli Hospital in Northern Gaza, which has worked hard with : \\ church, the Episcopal Church in
_Jerusalem and the Middle East.

the limited resources available to provide emergency
treatment 24 hours a day throughout the conflictin the HOW TO CONTRIBUTE:

ochead, Helensburgh, G84 OEL.

country. Further details can be found here. Post your stamps to Stamp Appeal 2025, Keith Scott, Dene Hard, Garel

For other options and more information visit: www‘churchofscotland.org.uklstamps

www.churchofscotland.org.uk
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Saturday 20" December
Jpm
St Bryce Kirk, Kirkcaldy

Programmec:

Haydn:

Karl Jenkins:
A Celebration of Christmas

Some popular carols

Adults - £11 Under 1 6s - £5.50 Under 5’s — Free

FRI 19*" Dec
SAT 20" Dec
SAT 20" Dec
SUN 21* Dec
SUN 21* Dec

Tickets from
www.wegottickets.com/FifeNativityPlay
Also, from ‘Fife Nativity’ Facebook page and

www.fifenativity.org.uk

Lindores Abbey Distillery
Newburgh - Fife - KY 14 6HH
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N

TR A LA AN 5 '
RERT M= RERT
Soprano soloist
Alison Gormley
Musical Director
Kenneth Clarke
FFull choir
String quartcet
Tickets £16
Under 18s free

Contact:
treasurer @ kirkcaldychoral.org.t

Tickets are
available on
Ticket Tailor
Use QR link:

7

Accredited by the

SR ON

s University
¥ of Glasgow

7
i

Y/

£207*

GLASGOW
ONLINE
LEARNING

Winter/Spring 2026 programme**

Our short courses offer accessible learning opportunities in practical theology,
church ministry and mission in the Reformed traditions for a rapidly changing world.

LITURGY & PRAYER IN ELDERS IN CHANGING
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

CHURCH CONTEXTS
MINISTRY & MISSION CREATIVE WRITING AS
IN DIGITAL CULTURE SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

@ www.trinitycollegeglasgow.co.uk DA trinitycollegeglasgow@gmail.com

*Priority Area subsidy available for Church of Scotland applicants. Sponsorship or subsidies may be available
through your own church or denomination

** Deadline for applications 15 December 2025. Full course details and how to apply on the Trinity College
Glasgow website.
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Important Update to Booking for Magnitude

Dear all,

We are writing to share an important update regarding how groups book onto the Church of Scotland Village at
Magnitude this year. This change affects all churches and organisations who plan to attend as part of our
shared village.

Key Change — New Magnitude Group Booking Process

This year, groups must now be created locally and individually by each group leader. We are no longer able to
create national or centralised groups due to GDPR and Safeguarding issues.

This means:

. Each local group leader must create their own group within the Magnitude booking system. This is done
by selecting 'Create a Group Instead' when given the option to Join a Group

. The group leader will then hold all booking details for those attending with them.

. Once the group is created, the leader can share the chosen group name and passcode with their young
people and leaders so they can join that specific group.

. Participants should use:
. ‘Join a Group’
. Then ‘Select an Existing Group’ from the drop-down list.

Booking into the Church of Scotland Village — Essential Step

To ensure everyone is placed within the Church of Scotland Village, it is essential that every booking includes
the following:

In the field:

“If you wish to camp beside another church, please list the church name here - Optional”
They must enter:

Church of Scotland Village

This is crucial for village allocation.

Letting Us Know Your Numbers

In addition, we ask that each group completes the separate form to notify us of numbers attending with the
Church of Scotland Village, so we can plan appropriately. You can do this here: Magnitude: Join the Church of
Scotland Village — Fill in form

Early bird tickets

Please note super early bird tickets (by the 28th of February) are limited in number to 1000 tickets this year -
with 400 already sold, so you will need to register early to guarantee a place at this price. You will only qualify
for the discounted price by paying in full by the deadline. If you’ve started a booking and have made a deposit
but haven’t made full payment, the price will still go up at each deadline until you’ve paid the full balance.
Bookings for full time attendees close on 4th July 2026. Bookings can be made here: MAGNITUDE FESTIVAL —
Magnitude

With thanks and every blessing,

Naomi
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Dates for your diary

Presbytery News 19/12/2025

19th December - 21st December 2025 Saturday 28th February 2026
Lindores Abbey Distillery (see page 8) Dunfermline St Leonard’s Church
Fife Nativity Play 2025 God Welcomes All - In Your Hands
Saturday 20th December 2025 : 11am 15th May 2026 - 18th May 2026
St. James The Great Episcopal Church, Cupar Church of Scotland General Assembly

Walk to the Manger

Saturday 20th December 2025 : 3pm
St Bryce Kirk, Kirkcaldy
Kirkcaldy Choral Candlelight Christmas Concert

20th December 2025 - 22nd December 2025: 10am-3pm
Markinch Church Hall
Christmas Kids Club

b

¥4 Church of Scotland
%2 General Assembly

Sunday 21st December 2025
Freuchie Church

Christmas Jumper and Communion Service Friday, 15 May to Monday, 18 May, 2026

Sunday 21st December 2025 : 2.30pm
Crail Church
Nine Lessons and Carols

Wednesday 24th December 2025 : 3pm
Holy Trinity Church, St Andrews
Story For All The Family

Wednesday 24th December 2025 : 3pm
Pittenweem Parish Church

A Service of Lessons and Carols

Wednesday 24th December 2025 :11.15pm
Culross Abbey
Watchnight Service

=TT,

Can you help with stewarding at the General Assembly?
Friday 9th January 2026 : 2.30pm-4pm
Dunfermline Learning Campus

Stewards undertake a vital role at the General Assembly to ensure the
safety and comfort of those attending. Stewards provide a friendly wel-
Alpha Course come to the Assembly Halls; ensure the security of proceedings by check-
ing passes; are alert to security threats and disturbances and have a re-

sponsibility to ensure the safe evacuation of the Assembly Hall if required.
18th February 2026- 25th March 2026

Dysart St Clair (See Page 6)

Individual shifts last for three hours and volunteers can select the day or
days upon which they would seek to help. A reasonably high level of fit-

Learning Together in Lent 2026 ness is required.
Tuesday 24th February 2026 : 10.30am For more details please contact Neil Proven, Chief Steward
Online assemblystewards@churchofscotland.org.uk

Christian Aid Annual Gathering 2026

Presbytery of Fife, Presbytery Office, Wellesley Centre, Wellesley Road, Methil, KY8 3PD
Office: 01333 400191 Mobile: 07340 461921
Email: fife@churchofscotland.org.uk
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